Dr. Wilson finds that the tangle in its young and recent condition is in the best state for making tents, as it expands more readily and more largely in proportion to its size than when of older material, but, on the other hand, the older tangle exerts a more powerful dilating effect. In all cases where it is considered necessary to open up and dilate the os and cervix uteri, Dr. Wilson thinks that these tangle tents will be brought into use. They arc firmer and less bulky than those made of sponge, and can be more easily introduced; and, indeed, iu those cases where the os and cavity of the cervix uteri are very small, they may be introduced when sponge tents cannot.
III. On the Therapeutical Applications of the Calabar Bean. By Mr. Thomas Nunneley. (Lancet, July 18, and Nov. 28, 1863.) There is no reason to doubt the energetic local action of the Calabar bean upon the pupil, and there is no other substance known which contracts that aperture so quickly and painlessly. In all cases where the pupil is preternaturally dilated, and it is thought desirable to contract it, preparations of this Dauphine for more than a century, and was discovered by accident. Some labourers were cutting wood for preparing pitch, when one of them was suddenly seized with acute rheumatism in the legs, which disabled him from the more active work, but allowed him to arrange the cut wood in the furnace.
After working a little time at this employment, which exposed him to the resinous vapours of the wood, he felt his complaint gradually disappearing; and the cure thus effected became known among the peasantry, and subsequently attracted more particular attention. Dr. Chevandier, finding that the peasants suffering from rheumatism exposed themselves to the vapours of a pitch furnace, and thus became cured of their complaints, examined the subject in a scientific manner. He found that the peasants had been in the habit, of sitting in the furnace at a heat of nearly 190? Fahrenheit; and his own experiments showed that in an atmosphere saturated with turpentine vapours, that very high temperature was not only tolerable but pleasant, and he himself entered the furnace to study the physiological effects. He found that the skin. perspired freely, the pulse rose, and his sensations were agreeable. Since these experiments were made, some baths have been used at Die, on the same principle as the pitch-furnace. They resemble a large baking-oven, the fire being below, and the resinous layers of pine-wood are strewed upon the floor, and the patient sits upon a bench, wrapped in a porous covering ot wool. The temperature to which the patients are exposed is generally from 140? to 158? Falir., and they remain from flfteen to twenty minutes. Hie sensations of the patient are agreeable, and the perspiration is abundant, the pulse rising from ten to fifteen beats, and at first the respiration is accelerated. 
